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Mission 


The C-17 Globemaster III is the newest, most flexible cargo aircraft to enter the airlift 


force. The C-17 is capable of rapid strategic delivery of troops and all types of cargo to 


main operating bases or directly to forward bases in the deployment area. The aircraft 


can perform tactical airlift and airdrop missions and can transport litters and ambulatory 


patients during aeromedical evacuations when required. The inherent flexibility and 


performance of the C-17 force improve the ability of the total airlift system to fulfill the 


worldwide air mobility requirements of the United States. 


The ultimate measure of airlift effectiveness is the ability to rapidly project and sustain 


an effective combat force close to a potential battle area. Threats to U.S. interests have 


changed in recent years, and the size and weight of U.S.-mechanized firepower and 


equipment have grown in response to improved capabilities of potential adversaries. 


This trend has significantly increased air mobility requirements, particularly in the area 


of large or heavy outsize cargo. As a result, newer and more flexible airlift aircraft are 


needed to meet potential armed contingencies, peacekeeping or humanitarian missions 


worldwide. The C-17 is capable of meeting today's demanding airlift missions. 


 


Features 


Reliability and maintainability are two outstanding benefits of the C-17 system. Current 


operational requirements impose demanding reliability and maintainability. These 


requirements include an aircraft mission completion success probability rate of 92 


percent, only 20 aircraft maintenance man-hours per flying hour, and full and partial 


mission availability rates of 74.7 and 82.5 percent, respectively. The Boeing warranty 


assures these figures will be met. 


The C-17 measures 174 feet long (53 meters) with a wingspan of 169 feet, 10 inches 


(51.75 meters). The aircraft is powered by four, fully reversible, Federal Aviation 


Administration-certified F117-PW-100 engines (the military designation for the 


commercial Pratt & Whitney PW2040), currently used on the Boeing 757. Each engine 


is rated at 40,440 pounds of thrust. The thrust reversers direct the flow of air upward 


and forward to avoid ingestion of dust and debris. Maximum use has been made of 


commercial off-the-shelf equipment, including Air Force-standardized avionics. 


The aircraft is operated by a crew of three (pilot, co-pilot and loadmaster), reducing 


manpower requirements, risk exposure and long-term operating costs. Cargo is loaded 


onto the C-17 through a large aft door that accommodates military vehicles and  
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palletized cargo. The C-17 can carry virtually all of the Army's air-transportable 


equipment. 


Maximum payload capacity of the C-17 is 170,900 pounds (77,519 kilograms), and its 


maximum gross takeoff weight is 585,000 pounds (265,352 kilograms). With a payload 


of 169,000 pounds (76,657 kilograms) and an initial cruise altitude of 28,000 feet (8,534 


meters), the C-17 has an unrefueled range of approximately 2,400 nautical miles. Its 


cruise speed is approximately 450 knots (.74 Mach). The C-17 is designed to airdrop 


102 paratroopers and equipment. 


The design of the aircraft allows it to operate through small, austere airfields. The C-17 


can take off and land on runways as short as 3,500 feet (1,064 meters) and only 90 feet 


wide (27.4 meters). Even on such narrow runways, the C-17 can turn around using a 


three-point star turn and its backing capability. 


 


Background 


The C-17 made its maiden flight on Sept. 15, 1991, and the first production model was 


delivered to Charleston Air Force Base, now known as Joint Base Charleston, S.C., on 


June 14, 1993. The first squadron of C-17s, the 17th Airlift Squadron, was declared 


operationally ready Jan. 17, 1995. The Air Force originally programmed to buy 120 C-


17s.Current budget plans increased the total number to 223 aircraft.  


The C-17 is operated by Air Mobility Command at Travis AFB, Calif.; Dover AFB, Del.; 


Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.; Joint Base Charleston, S.C., and Joint Base 


McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. 


The Air National Guard flies C-17s from the 172d Airlift Wing, Jackson, Miss., and the 


105th Airlift Wing, Stewart ANGB, N.Y. Additionally, Air Force Materiel Command 


operates two C-17s at Edwards AFB, Calif., and Pacific Air Forces operates aircraft at 


Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, and Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 


Hawaii.  


The Air Force Reserve Command operates aircraft at March Air Reserve Base, Calif., 


and Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio. Air Education and Training Command has 17 aircraft 


at Altus AFB, Okla. 
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General Characteristics 


Primary Function: Cargo and troop transport 


Prime Contractor: Boeing Company 


Power Plant: Four Pratt & Whitney F117-PW-100 turbofan engines 


Thrust: 40,440 pounds, each engine 


Wingspan: 169 feet 10 inches (to winglet tips) (51.75 meters) 


Length: 174 feet (53 meters) 


Height: 55 feet 1 inch (16.79 meters) 


Cargo Compartment: length, 88 feet (26.82 meters); width, 18 feet (5.48 meters); 


height, 12 feet 4 inches (3.76 meters) 


Speed: 450 knots at 28,000 feet (8,534 meters) (Mach .74) 


Service Ceiling: 45,000 feet at cruising speed (13,716 meters) 


Range: Global with in-flight refueling 


Crew: Three (two pilots and one loadmaster) 


Aeromedical Evacuation Crew: A basic crew of five (two flight nurses and three medical 


technicians) is added for aeromedical evacuation missions. Medical crew may be 


altered as required by the needs of patients 


Maximum Peacetime Takeoff Weight: 585,000 pounds (265,352 kilograms) 


Load: 102 troops/paratroops; 36 litter and 54 ambulatory patients and attendants; 


170,900 pounds (77,519 kilograms) of cargo (18 pallet positions) 


Unit Cost: $202.3 million (fiscal 1998 constant dollars) 


Date Deployed: June 1993 


Inventory: Active duty, 187; Air National Guard, 12; Air Force Reserve, 14 








 
Senator Bill Dodd 
Senate District 3 
 


Elected in November of 2016 to represent California’s 3rd Senate District, Senator Bill 
Dodd is a fifth generation Californian and lifelong resident of the district, where he grew 
up on a small family farm in Napa County. California’s 3rd State Senate District includes 
all of Napa and Solano Counties, along with portions of Sonoma, Yolo, Contra Costa, 
and Sacramento Counties. 


Prior to his election to the State Senate, Bill represented the 4th Assembly District. In 
the Assembly, Bill worked to help small businesses, protect the environment, and 
support seniors and working families. He advanced a balanced, sustainable budget that 
invests in our education system from preschool through higher education. Bill helped 
establish the state’s Earned Income Tax Credit, promote career technical education, 
and create the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument – preserving over 
330,000 acres of the California Coast Ranges in Napa, Yolo, Solano, Lake, Colusa, 
Glenn and Mendocino counties. 


Prior to his election to the Assembly, Senator Dodd served on the Napa County Board 
of Supervisors for 14 years. In that capacity he served on numerous boards and 
commissions. His accomplishments include the completion of Napa’s flood control 
project, which protects thousands of properties from flooding, restored 900 acres of 
environmental wetlands and produced $1 billion of investment in local businesses. 


Prior to his time in elected office, Bill was a successful small business owner and 
manager for over 25 years. He owned and operated one of the largest full-service 
Culligan Water operations in California, and served as president of the water quality 
industry’s state and national trade associations. Senator Dodd is a graduate of 
California State University, Chico. 


Bill and his wife Mary live in Napa and have five grown children and six grandchildren. 
The Napa Valley Chamber of Commerce recognized their philanthropic efforts by 
awarding Bill its 2014 “Citizen of the Year” for raising over $3 million for local charities. 
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Travis Air Force Base is comprised of our host unit, the 60th Air Mobility Wing, along 


with the 621st Contingency Response Wing, the 349th Air Mobility Wing and more than 


50 partner organizations, with more than 26,000 Travis active duty, reservists and 


civilian employees assigned. 


 


60th AIR MOBILITY WING 


The 60th Air Mobility Wing is the largest air mobility organization in terms of personnel 


in the Air Force with a versatile all-jet fleet of C-5M Super Galaxy and C-17 


Globemaster III cargo aircraft and KC-10 Extender refueling aircraft. As the host unit of 


Travis Air Force Base, Calif., the wing controls more than $11 billion in total resources, 


including 6,455 acres, 403 buildings and about 1,320 military family housing units. It 


handles more cargo and passengers than any other military air terminal in the United 


States. Travis is the West Coast terminal for aeromedical evacuation aircraft returning 


sick or injured patients from the Pacific area. 


Part of the Air Mobility Command, the 60th AMW is responsible for strategic airlift and 


air refueling missions circling the globe. The unit's primary roles are to provide rapid, 


reliable airlift of American fighting forces anywhere on earth in support of national 


objectives and to extend the reach of American and allied air power through mid-air 


refueling. Wing activity is primarily focused in the Pacific and Indian Ocean area, 


including Alaska and Antarctica. However, the 60th AMW crews can fly support 


missions anywhere in the world to fulfill its motto of being "America's First Choice" for 


providing true Global Reach. 


The wing maintains a work force of approximately 7,063 active-duty military and 3,268 


civilian personnel, including personnel from the Department of Defense, Department of 


Homeland Security and Department of Veterans Affairs. In addition, more than 3,078 


reservists assigned to the associate 349th AMW combine with their active duty and 


civilian counterparts to form a fully integrated total force team. The massive Travis work 


force makes an economic impact in the local community of more than $4.5 million daily. 


The 60th AMW is organized into four groups: Operations, Maintenance, Mission 


Support and Medical. Additionally, the wing commander has the support of 17 staff 


agencies. 


The 60th AMW staff is made up from a variety of functions. These functions include 


command section administration, legal, plans and programs, safety, command and  
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control, chapel, public affairs, equal opportunity office, protocol, manpower and quality, 


treaty compliance, history and the museum. 


The 60th Operations Group is responsible for four flying squadrons -- the 21st Airlift 


Squadron which fly the C-17 Globemaster III and 22nd Airlift Squadron which fly the C-


5M Super Galaxy, and the 6th and 9th Refueling Squadrons which fly the KC-10 


Extender. The 60th Operations Support Squadron handles such functions as weather, 


airfield management, training and scheduling. 


The 60th Maintenance Group meets the responsibility of aircraft maintenance with the 


60th Maintenance Squadron, 60th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 660th Aircraft 


Maintenance Squadron, 860th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron and 60th Aerial Port 


Squadron.  These five squadrons are comprised of over 2,200 military and civilian 


personnel.  


The 60th Mission Support Group leads six units and is comprised of more than 1700 


civilian and military personnel.  It includes the 60th Civil Engineer Squadron, 60th 


Logistics Readiness Squadron, 60th Contracting Squadron, 60th Communications 


Squadron, 60th Security Forces Squadron, the 60th Force Support Squadron, and the 


60th Logistics Readiness Squadron. They are responsible for mission readiness, aerial 


port operations and the day-to-day activities which help Travis run like its own city. 


The 60th Medical Group manages DGMC and is composed of seven squadrons: the 


60th Aerospace Medicine Squadron, 60th Dental Squadron, 60th Diagnostics and 


Therapeutics Squadron, 60th Inpatient Squadron, 60th Medical Operations Squadron, 


60th Medical Support Squadron and 60th Surgical Operations Squadron. 


David Grant USAF Medical Center is a state-of-the-art medical facility that was 


completed in 1988. The 60th Medical Group at David Grant U.S. Air Force Medical 


Center is at the forefront of military and regional healthcare facilities. Named after Maj. 


Gen. (Dr.) David Norvell Walker Grant, the first air surgeon of the U.S. Army Air Corps 


and U.S. Army Air Forces during World War II, DGMC is the flagship of 75 military 


treatment facilities in the Air Force Medical Service. It provides a full spectrum of care to 


a prime service area of more than 130,000 TRICARE eligible patients in the immediate 


San Francisco-Sacramento vicinity and 500,000 Department of Veterans Affairs 


Northern California Health Care System patients, covering more than 40,000 square 


miles and 17 counties. A staff of more than 2,400 military and civilian personnel work at 


David Grant USAF Medical Center.       
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THE 621st CONTINGENCY RESPONSE WING 


The 621st Contingency Response Wing is highly-specialized in training and rapidly 


deploying personnel to quickly open airfields and establish, expand, sustain, and 


coordinate air mobility operations. From wartime taskings to disaster relief, the 621st 


extends Air Mobility Command's reach in deploying people and equipment around the 


globe. 


Established in March 2005 and based at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. and 


Travis Air Force Base, Calif., the 621st consists of approximately 1500 Airmen in six 


groups, fourteen squadrons and more than 20 geographically separated operating 


locations aligned with major Army and Marine Corps combat units. The wing maintains 


a ready corps of light, lean and agile mobility support forces able to respond as directed 


by the 18th Air Force at Scott Air Force Base, Ill., in order to meet Combatant 


Command wartime and humanitarian requirements. 


Four Contingency Response Groups (817th & 818th at JBMDL and 570th & 571st 


CRGs at Travis) provide the core cadre of expeditionary command and control, airlift 


and air refueling operations, aerial port, and aircraft maintenance personnel for 


deployment worldwide as mobility control teams and airfield assessment teams. These 


teams rapidly survey, assess and establish contingency air base lodgments and expand 


existing AMC support infrastructure worldwide. Each CRG has a Global Mobility 


Squadron and Global Mobility Readiness Squadron. The 818th and 571st CRGs also 


contain Mobility Support Advisory Squadrons. 


The GMS performs aircraft quick-turn maintenance, airfield management, passenger 


and cargo movement, and command and control of personnel and aircraft. 


The GMRS supplies threat assessment, force protection, air traffic control, weather, 


airfield systems maintenance, finance and contracting. 


The MSAS is focused on the mutual exchange of air mobility concepts and procedures 


with partner nations in the development of their air mobility systems. The 818th MSAS is 


primarily focused on operations in Africa. The 571st MSAS is trained to operate in 


Central and South America. 


Two other groups; the 615th (Travis) and 621st (JBMDL) Contingency Operations 


Support Groups, house the 573rd and 819th Global Support Squadrons, the 21st and 


15th Air Mobility Operations Squadrons, and the Air Mobility Liaison Officers for the 


621st CRW. 
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The 573rd and 819th GSS deploys contingency response forces to locations where the 


en-route support for AMC's global air mobility operations is insufficient or nonexistent. In 


garrison, the GSS manages and maintains the wings' assigned equipment as well as 


facilitating training for and equipping 621st CRW assigned personnel. 


The AMOS' provide operational, level-of-war planning and execution of theater airlift, air 


refueling, and aeromedical evacuation missions. The squadrons accomplish this role by 


augmenting existing Air Mobility Divisions or Air and Space Operations Centers within 


the theater, or by standing up an independent AMD in austere environments. While 


performing AMD duties, AMOS personnel synchronize scheduling of all theater-owned 


airframes and aircrew to meet the theater commanders' mobility objectives. 


The 621st CRW also includes Air Mobility Liaison Officers who provide air mobility 


expertise to their aligned Army/Marine brigade and division and corps level 


commanders. 


Today, more than ever, the Air Force is supporting mobility operations all over the 


globe. Operations such as ENDURING FREEDOM, IRAQI FREEDOM and NEW DAWN 


and humanitarian assistance deployments such as Hurricane Katrina and the Haiti and 


Pakistan Earthquake relief operations are tributes to the 621st CRW's capabilities and 


readiness in providing mission support whenever and wherever the requirement exists. 


 


349th AIR MOBILITY WING  


The 349th Air Mobility Wing, located at Travis, is the largest associate wing in the 


United States Air Force Reserve. Its mission is to "provide combat ready Airmen and 


expeditionary support to the war fighter." As a reserve partner, the 349th works 


alongside 60th AMW personnel, operating and maintaining the all-jet fleet of 26 C-5 


Galaxy cargo and 27 KC-10 Extender refueling aircraft. 349th AMW members work in 


all capacities with active duty personnel, to include Operations, Maintenance, Mission 


Support, Maintenance and Medical. 


The 349 AMW dates back to 1943 when it was known as the 349th Troop Carrier Group 


at Sedalia Army Air Field, Mo. In March 1944, the 349th was sent to the European 


Theater of Operations and began flying combat cargo missions. Flying C-46 


"Commandos," the 349th was the first unit to drop paratroopers from both doors. At one 


point during the war in Europe, the 349th participated in the largest mass formation of 


C-46's ever flown in that theater. 
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After the war in Europe ended, the 349th returned to the United States and assisted in 


events such as the Cuban Missile Crisis. Since the Vietnam War, the 349 AMW has 


participated in every major Air Force operation and contingency action alongside the 


wing's active-duty partners. The 349 AMW has been involved in multiple operations 


including: Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Allied Force, Deep Freeze and Operation Iraqi 


Freedom. The 349 AMW has also supported humanitarian assistance operations across 


the country and around the Globe, such as the Haiti relief effort following the 2010 


earthquake. 


After its relocation to Travis Air Force Base, Calif., in 1969, the wing grew tremendously 


and now employs more than 3700 reservists, Air Reserve technicians and civilian 


employees. These employees are disbursed between the Operations Group, 


Maintenance Group, Mission Support Group, Medical Group and wing staff. 


The wing has been awarded numerous awards, including 15 Outstanding Unit Awards, 


and, most recently, the 2009 Airlift/Tanker Association Outstanding Air Force Reserve 


Command Unit award for exemplary service. 


The 349th AMW is comprised of the 349th Operations Group,that provides crews that 


fly the KC-10A Extender, the C-5 Galaxy, and the C-17A Globemaster III. The 349th 


Operations Group is comprised of the 70th Air Refueling Squadron, the 79th Air 


Refueling Squadron, the 301st Airlift Squadron, 312th Airlift Squadron, the 349th 


Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, the 349th Operations Support Flight and the 349th 


Air Mobility Operations Squadron. 


The 349th Maintenance Group works with the 60th Maintenance Group and is 


responsible for aircraft maintenance and aerial port operations. The 349th Maintenance 


Group is comprised of the 349th Maintenance Operations Flight, the 349th Maintenance 


Squadron, the 349th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, the 749th Aircraft Maintenance 


Squadron and the 945th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron. 


349th Mission Support Group is responsible for providing support to the 349 AMW's 


mission and it's Airmen. The 349th Mission Support Group is comprised of the 45th 


Aerial Port Squadron, the 55th Aerial Port Squadron, the 82nd Aerial Port Squadron, 


349th Civil Engineer Squadron, the 349th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 349th 


Memorial Affairs Squadron, the 349th Force Support Squadron and the 349th Security 


Forces Squadron. 


The 349th Medical Group works hand-in-hand with the 60th Medical Group at DGMC. It 


is comprised of the 349th Aerospace Medicine Squadron, the 349th Aeromedical 


Staging Squadron and the 349th Medical Squadron. 








HISTORY 
TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE 


Although Travis is home to the largest airlift organization in the Air Force, it began as an isolated airstrip 
with a few tar paper shacks set in the middle of a wind-swept prairie during World War II. T he field was 
named Fairfield-Suisun Army Air Base, after the two closest, mostly agricultural towns. T he base was first 
planned shortly after the December 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, serving as the home for medium 
bombers and fighters assigned to defend the West Coast. 


T he first runway and temporary buildings were constructed by the Army Corps of Engineers in the summer 
of 1942. T hey were used initially by Army and Navy fighter planes for takeoff and landing practice. For a 
few months, the outline of an aircraft carrier's deck was painted on the runway to help newly-commis
sioned Navy pilots practice maneuvers. T he strong local prevailing winds nearly duplicated those at sea. 


Shortly after construction began, the base's potential as a major aerial port and supply transfer point for 
the Pacific theater led the Army Air Corps to assign it to the newly-designated Air Transport Command. 
T he base officially opened on June 1, 1943, with a primary mission of preparing various military aircraft, 
mainly bombers and transports, for the Pacific war zone and ferrying them to that region. 


Travis Air Force Base is named in honor of Brigadier General Robert F. Travis who was killed when his B-29 
crashed on the installation August 5, 1950. At the time of his death, General Travis was the commander of 
the 5th Strategic Reconnaissance and 9th Bombardment Wings. General Travis' popularity and the shock 
of his death led base officials and the local community to sponsor renaming the base in his honor. T he 
proposal was favored in Washington D.C., and on April 21, 1951, the base was re-named Travis Air Force 
Base. 


From 1969 to the present, the 60th and 349th Air Mobility Wings have worked closely to make Travis one of 
the best and most versatile bases in the United States Air Force. T he base provided continuous airlift 
support in the face of world-wide contingencies for decades prior to adding air refueling to its mission in 
September 1994. 


Once a major hub for transporting passengers and cargo in the Pacific, Travis has become an integral 
part of the total force. T he base is now called upon to perform its mission anywhere in the world at a 
moment's notice. 










